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ECCK Presents White Paper 2026 at Annual Press Conference

September 30, 2026, Seoul - The European Chamber of Commerce in Korea (ECCK) held a press conference at the Korea Press Center on 30 September to mark the publication of the ECCK White Paper 2026, which presents recommendations from the European business community on Korea’s regulatory environment.

Drawing on the activities of its industry committees and cross-sectoral forums, the ECCK engages in dialogue on regulatory improvements and conveys the views of its members to the Korean government. The annual White Paper brings together the key issues and recommendations raised across these committees and forums. This year’s edition contains 82 recommendations from 15 committees and three forums. Chairs of the Aerospace & Defense, Alcohol Beverages, Automotive (Passenger Vehicle), Energy & Environment, Food, and Healthcare Committees attended the press conference to present their key recommendations and take questions from the media.

Ana-Maria Boie, Chair of the ECCK Healthcare Committee, said, “Korea’s future healthcare competitiveness depends on enabling patients to access innovative treatments more quickly, ensuring fair recognition of the value of innovative medicines, diagnostics and medical technologies, and fostering a sustainable and predictable healthcare environment.” She added, “In this year’s White Paper, we recommend accelerating reimbursement listing for innovative medicines, improving value assessment criteria for pharmaceuticals, and establishing mutual recognition of Good Manufacturing Practice (GMP) between Korea and the EU.” She continued, “These measures can help foster continued innovation and investment, strengthen supply stability, and support the long-term competitiveness and sustainability of Korea’s healthcare sector.”

Thomas Caso, Chair of the ECCK Food Committee, stated, “The Food Committee’s contributions to this year’s White Paper focus on practical opportunities to enhance efficiency and accessibility within Korea’s food regulatory environment, including the digitalisation of health certificates and the expanded provision of English-language guidance on packaging regulations. Continued digitalisation, clear regulatory guidance, and constructive public-private collaboration will help support compliance, innovation, and sustainable growth across the food sector.”

Hyun S. Lee, Chair of the ECCK Energy & Environment Committee, remarked, “Offshore wind power is a large-scale infrastructure project that requires long-term processes such as permitting, grid connection, financing, and supply chain contracts. A stable business environment is therefore essential to safeguard investment credibility and predictability during regulatory changes.” He further urged the government to clarify the bidding framework following the sunset of the Renewable Portfolio Standard (RPS), allow settlement price adjustments linked to inflation, and promptly establish guidelines for calculating occupancy and usage fees for public waters. “These steps can support the sustainable growth of Korea’s offshore wind industry alongside related industries, including shipbuilding, steel, subsea cables, and EPC,” he said.

Andrew Hongjoong Kim, Chair of the ECCK Passenger Vehicle Committee, remarked, “The global automotive industry is undergoing a period of profound transformation as it tackles the challenge of reducing carbon emissions and adopts advanced safety technologies such as autonomous driving.” He added, “In this year’s White Paper, we recommend improvements to electric vehicle certification and assessment procedures, as well as greater harmonisation with and mutual recognition of international standards for advanced automotive technologies.” He emphasised, “If Korea and Europe enhance regulatory alignment and reduce unnecessary differences based on the spirit of the FTA and international standards, it would greatly help accelerate the adoption of electric vehicles and facilitate the timely introduction of advanced new technologies for Korean consumers.”

Fadil Taşgin, Chair of the ECCK Alcohol Beverages Committee, said, “Korea needs a fairer, more competitive and future-oriented regulatory environment aligned with global standards to support the sustainable growth and competitiveness of its alcoholic beverages industry.” He highlighted the liberalisation of e-commerce delivery for alcoholic beverages, the introduction of a comprehensive specific tax system, and the reassessment of mandatory RFID requirements for whisky, which impose unnecessary regulatory burdens, as key recommendations in this year’s White Paper. “These regulatory improvements could enhance consumer choice and convenience while supporting fairer competition and strengthening the competitiveness of Korea’s alcoholic beverages industry,” he added.

Finally, François Piolet, Chair of the ECCK Aerospace & Defense Committee, remarked, “In its 2026 White Paper, the ECCK A&D Committee calls for greater predictability and transparency in Korea’s offset system, including clearer evaluation criteria for advanced-technology projects in AI, cybersecurity and quantum.” He added, “There is strong potential for European companies to expand their role across Korea’s defence supply chain, from subsystems to lifecycle support. Building on this potential, we look forward to the continued development of Korea-Europe defence industry cooperation.”

Following publication, the ECCK White Paper is submitted through the KOTRA Foreign Investment Ombudsman for review by relevant Korean government ministries and institutions. It is also shared with key European stakeholders, including the European Commission, the European Free Trade Association (EFTA), and the UK Government, where it serves as a reference for policy discussions and dialogue aimed at improving the business environment between Korea and Europe.

The ECCK will continue to draw on the practical experience and perspectives of its members, maintain close dialogue with the Korean government and relevant institutions, and serve as a bridge in strengthening the business environment and economic cooperation between Korea and Europe.
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About the ECCK White Paper 2026
The ECCK White Paper 2026 covers 15 industry sectors — Aerospace & Defense, Alcohol Beverages, Automotive, Chemical, Cosmetics, Digital, Energy & Environment, Fashion & Retail, Food, Healthcare, Insurance, Intellectual Property Rights, Kitchen & Home Appliances, Logistics & Transport, and Marine Industry — as well as three cross-sectoral areas: Family-Friendly Future, HR & Compliance, and Taxation. It presents a total of 82 issues and recommendations, based on input from more than 200 experts from ECCK member companies and compiled and edited by the ECCK Secretariat.

About the European Chamber of Commerce in Korea (ECCK)
Established in 2012, the European Chamber of Commerce in Korea (ECCK) represents European companies operating in Korea. The ECCK provides its members with information on Korea’s business and regulatory environment and serves as a platform for dialogue with regulatory authorities, representing the voice of European businesses in Korea. The ECCK currently has more than 350 European and multinational member companies, which together employ approximately 110,000 people.

[image: 텍스트이(가) 표시된 사진

자동 생성된 설명]

image1.png
EUROPEAN CHAMBER OF
COMMERCE IN KOREA

3 R P EIPS




image2.png
5F SEOUL SQUARE | 416 HANGANG-DAERO | JUNG-GU | SEOUL 04637 | KOREA
T+822 62612700 F +822 62612730 E ecck@ecck.or.kr W www.ecck.or.kr




